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The Soviet microwave bombardment crowave workers, had established a
parently making people in our Mos- standard of ten microwatts: one-thou-
w embassy sick with radiation is the sandth as much. But because American
». For the iceberg, read Paul Bro-* researchers tended to disapprove of So-
ur's stunning articles, “A Reporter at  viet biological theory and experimental
rge (hhcrowaves) inthe Dec. 13 and, - practice, because translations were in-
New Yorkers. They 1l leave you. sxck adequate and because they assumed
thrage. E " the only biological effect was heating
About microwaves: mey come from. tissue, they fmmd little to fret about.

{evisipn ‘transmitters, radars, micro- .;; The- Pentayon, financi na virtuall y all
e ovezfls and much else; tiﬁy touc? . their research, preferred it that way. It
Wions o Amegcags, 6%?1 Y10 Clt- o rdered researchers to ensure safety -
5; toeir possible hazards to human | .y 4pe least possible cost to military op-
alia were little investigated in this - erations.” " Over-thestandard leakages -
untry until recently; the established - ‘at * guided-missile installations were
zards are seards the. possxble On&S  passed over. A maverick ophthalmolo-
Ores0. - L ey - gist, Dr. Milton M. Zaret, who had been.
Ho hum, you may say,afammar COn-  rinding that. microwaves really hurt
mporary tale. What's new is- Bro- people (cataracts, for instance), lost his
ur's demonstratxon» that it spins out _ Defense Department contract. Biophy-
the cold war. . .esi .- sicist Allan H. Frey, doing pioneer re-
1a And aiter tbe Second War rmcro— ‘search on the effects of microwaves on
ave development came 10 encompass - the nervous system, was Jaughedat. "~ ~
range of goods and services now con-. The ‘unravelmg began only in. 1562
Jered integral to the American life-. 'with discovery of the “Moscow Signal”
yle, and the detection and guidance - __y e embassy bombardment. Most em- -
’stems eritical to pational defense.  paqou workers, deemed not to have a
ince microwaves were thought merely  «po04 19 know,” were kept in the dark.
» heat tissue (diathermy), virtually no. ¢ne y S, conducted secret studies to
1ought was given to healta risks. A see if there were biological and even
ety standard of ten milliwatts of €x-. o, otie effects. Columnist Jack Ander-
osure. per square centimeter Wwas oo, eaysed a flurry, but only a flurry,
lopted by military and industry aliXe. "y breaking part of the story in 1972.
Meanwhile, the Russians, who unlike *"Curiously,” says Brodeur, no one.
.e Americans had been making exten-. .sought to refute Anderson’s claim that 1
ve clinical investigations of sick mi- - _the Rucoxans were_ trying to alter the
- minds and behav;or of Amerxcan chplo-‘
mats :

i; *Zaret, by the - way, readmg that ans ]

< living in two southeastern districts
- were inexplicably -experiencing the
-~ world’s highest -rate of heart attacks,
sugnested to-an international micro--
- wave conference that powerful Russian
. mlssue-detectmo radars might be a fac-
. i tor: the closer to the border the more
- heart attacks. The conference, in War- .
" saw, received him in silence. ©. .71 -
“From Moscow. last February came,
2 \»ord that the embassy was again under
bombardment—in "doses even higher
“ than the permissive American expo-
. sure standard. The ambassador himself
re')ortedly suffered nausea and bleed- |
'. ing in the eyes. There followed a series
- of flabby, often misleading State De- .
- partment representations of which the.
! vas issued Wednesday. A depart-~
-+ tor, a veterar 7 the official ‘.
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In fact the embassy radiation is the '

eas_/ part. Presidents Nixon and Ford

and Henry Kissinger cravenly let the

" Russians go on assaulting the health

s

and wellbeing of Americans in Moscow.

" President-elect Carter and Cyrus Vance

should demand that the.-Russians end

- the bombardment. If the Russians |
> chose not to, the United States should, .

; close its cmbassy and the Russxans
“here, dose the Russian embassy with
- the same pmson——sor‘ethmg like that.

' No more sighing.

As for the broader problem of how to
cope with a hazardous new technology
" before its use becomes pervasive and
“ therefore perhaps prohibitively diffi-
“cult to end, Brodeur is surely right in-
" appealing for a “free and enlightened

_scientific community” uncoopted and
uncorrupted by the ofiicial mentality.

What might have lxappened he spec-
ulates, “if, 1mtoad of scorning maver-
icks like Zaret, laughing at pioneers

- like Frey, succumbing to the military’s
Cold War outlook, and worrying about
possible misinterpretations by the
press, the scientific cornmunity had un-
dertaken to follow the Soviet lead and
had seriously studied the biological ¢f-
fects of microwave radiation {ilteen or
twenty years ago, when the first dxscon
certing signs "ppeared :

At best, he concludes the pubhc

. might have asserted much earlier “its
~_: inalienable right to know, and to ques-
* tion the conspiracy of silence about the
.- potential hazards of microwave radia-
* tion—a policy that the government was
“'able to maintain for years on the very

; basis that the public, accordmu to the
- parlacce employed by ilitary “and in-
- telligence people in, atwrs deemed to
mvolve sccunry, had no xmd o
know‘ e IR
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