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Tlse W;ish;ngton Me;'ry-ﬁo-nound

o By Jack Anderson

',""H.l‘dden in the Central Intel-
ligence Agency’s most secret
“files is an account of a possi-
ble Soviet attempt to “brain-
wash” our emhassy personnel
in "Moscow with mysterio_us
microwaves.

The fantastic details are
contained in a file marked
“Operation Pandora,” which
describes how the Russians
bombarded our embassy with
eerie, low-radiation impulses.
Their secret intent, it was sus-
pected, may have been to alter
the personalities.of our diplo-
mats,

. * The bizarre story began in
1945 when a Russian pres-
ented Averell Harriman, then
. four ambassador, with a hand-
-+ some carved Great Séal of the

‘United States. Harriman
proudly hung it in the em-
basqy

:The seal contained a tmv
electromc eavesdropping de-
vice, which monitored conver-
sations inside the embassy
until 1952, .when it was de-

< tected. From this shocking dis-

covery came urgent orders

‘that all embassies must be pe-

riodically checked {for _elee-
. tronic signals.

In the 60, U.S..security men
discovered the strange micro-
‘wave impulses,.some steady,
‘some pulsating, directed into
our Moscow embassy from a
neighboring building.

- The  CIA quickly learned
that Russian medical litera-
ture suggested microwaves

~-tan cause nervous tension, h-

‘Brainwash’

ritablility, = even dlsordeJ;s.
They speculated that the Rus-
sians were ftrying to drive
American dlplomats stir crazy
with the waves. _
Neither the Cia nor the

State Department-had the fa-
cilities to test the effects of
the silent rays on human
beings. At the Pentagon, how-
ever, the super-sccret Ad-
vanced Research Project had
worked on clectronic sensors
and other weird projects.

The agency quietly begana
study, under the direction of
Richard Cesaro, into the ef-
fects of microwaves on people.
Cesaro gave the project the
code name, “Operation Pan-
dora,” and called in a physi-
cian, Dr. Herb Pollack, and
two crack military secientists,
Dr. Joseph Sharp of Walte1
Heed Army hospital, and engi-
neer-microwave expert Mark
Grove of the Air Force.

Sharp and Grove, supplied
with the microwave data moni-
tored in the embassy, dupli-
cated the embassy environ-
ment, using monkeys for dlp-
lomats.

The monkeys actually were
trained to perform tasks and
then were rewarded with food,
much as embassy employees
might be rewarded with a dry
martini at the end of the day.

- The monkeys were studied
night and day for months at
Walter Reed, while a collat-
eral experiment was con-
ducted on rabbits by consult-
ant Dr. Milton Zaret in his

own laboratmy
Ledlaoe ke
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In the embassy in Moscew,
meanwhile, no one except the
highest diplomats and sccurity
men were aware of the secret
microwave drama.

By 1967, the scientists felt

they had watcned the monkeys
long enough for a tentative
reading. Some felt there were
siens of “aberrant behavior”
caused by the microwaves, hut
the majority disagreed. Onlv
the rabbits showed clear
changes—in their heart rate—
which Zaret attributed to heat
from the rays.

The disagreement on psy-
chological changes were sent
to a top secret reviewing
board, which also eould reach
no ahsolute .conclusion that
the rays affected the monkeys
minds.

Nevertheless, the susp1c10n
lingered, and the White House
decided that even if the micro-
waves were not “brainwash-
ing” embassy people, they
should be halted. It was also
suspected .- that the waves
might be part of some radical
new surveillance technique. .

- At the June 1967 Glassboro|.

meeting between President
Lyndon Johnson and Soviet
Premier Alecksei Kosygin, the
question of the microwave
rays came up. One informant
insists

sources say the request v.as
made at a lower level.

By 1968, most of Cesaro’s
scientists. were convinced that
the microwaves were not psy-

. chologlcally hannful and the
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Johnson personally
asked Kosygin to end the ray.
bombardment, although other
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embmsy ereuments ended in
early. 1969.

The brxlhant work done by
the - team, however, has now
led to important research on
the effeéts of microwaves.  So
far, tests show high radiation
can injure eyes, genital organs
and perhaps other parts of the

bedy. But, as yet, there is no-

concluswe proof that low-level
radiation is har mful,- el
Footnote: We have spoken
with Cesaro, Pollack, Sharp,
Zaret and Gxove All acknowl-
edged they worked on “Opora-
tion Pandora,” but all refusge
to go into details, As Sharp
put it: “Pandora was classified
m those days and still is,” 2,
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